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FRANK QUATTROCCHI -

ARDSLEY’S SINGING SHOEMAKER
by Theresa DiStefano

Mr. Frank Quattrocchi was Ardsley’s shoemaker for over thirty years. Mr. Quattrocchi
was born in 1903 in Maida, a small town in southern Italy. Here he learned his shoe repair and
shoemaking trade and made his first shoe at six years old. He remained in Italy until 1921. In
1921 he came to America, leaving behind an economically depressed Italy on the road to
becoming a fascist nation ruled by Mussolini.

In America, Mr. Quattrocchi settled in Danbury, Connecticut where he worked
various odd jobs. During this time, he joined the Sons of Italy, a society that helped him settle
into the community. This society also helped him to become fluent in speaking and
understanding English. Also during this time, Mr. Quattrocchi became an American citizen,
which he was proud to be for the rest of his life.

After 2 number of years, Mr. Quattrocchi opened his first shoe repair shop in
Connecticut. He enjoyed his work and prospered. His shoe repair shop was always filled with
the beautiful sounds of the many operas Mr. Quattrocchi loved. In fact, his customers would
often hear his voice as he sang along with the operas as he repaired shoes. With time, he
became know as the Singing Shoemaker. It was in his opera-filled Connecticut shoe repair
shop that Mr. Quattrocchi met his wife, Alyce, when she needed her shoes repaired.

Mr. Quattrocchi and his wife lived in Connecticut for many

E vears and then went to Florida for awhile. Then in 1948, with his wife,

‘ his baby daughter Violetta, and his car and trailer, he headed north.
@8 Cventually they found themselves traveling on the Saw Mill River

Parkway. Suddenly they were stopped by the police and told that

they had to leave the Saw Mill River Parkway because trailers were not
allowed to travel along the parkway.

Mrt. Quatuocchi when
he lived in Danbury
Connecticut









FRANK QUATTROCCHI (cont’d)
Frank Quattrocchi, the proud American

Violetta remembers just how “very very
proud her father was about being an American.” She
said, “He always flew the American flag. He was very
proud to be the president of the Lions Club for two
vears. He voted in every election. In fact, he was
always the first in the community to do so.”

The Village of Ardsley was proud to have Mr.
Frank Quattrocchi as a member of its community for

over thirty years.

Many thanks to Violetta Quattrocchi, who was
kind enough to take time to tape record her
father’s life in Ardsley. Most of the information
found in the above article was obtained from this

tape recording.

A SHARED MOMENT (A HAND MADE GO-CART)
by Milburn K. Fountain, Sr.

The Ardsley Historical Society wants to
thank Mr. Milburn K. Fountain, Sr. for sharing his
memorable moment in time while growing up in
Ardsley. Mr. Fountain lived at 5 Eastern Drve for
many years until he left to live in California. The
following is recalled and stated by Mr. Milburn K.
Fountain in a letter to The Ardsley Historical
Society. Mr. Fouatain wrote:

“The year 1s 1927. I am 10 years old and my
brother Roy is 12. We live at #5 Eastern Drive,
Ardsley, New York, Westchester County.

Roy and I built a go-cart out of 3” by 47
boards, baby carriage wheels, sawed-off barrels,
staves for backing, and flat boards for siting. We
made it so we could steer left and right and sturdy so
it would take the bumps while coasting down the hill
to Ardsley Square. Dad checked the cart and he
thought it would take the ride quite well.

WELL! We were all wrong. Down the hill
we went picking up speed, and it went faster and
faster and I yelled to Roy, T'm scared, it’s too fast.
We must be going a mile a minute.” We were
approaching the road crossing over the creek when
the go-cart broke into pieces and Roy and I went
sliding on our ‘hienes’ right in front of the firehouse.
We were both screaming so loud that Officer Raab
and a friend came running out of the firehouse to
see what happened. Roy and I were almost in the
middle of the road moaning and groaning.

Officer Raab took us into the firehouse,

washed our cuts and bruises, and sent us on our way
up the hill to #5 Eastern Drive where Mom and Dad
just couldn’t stop laughing. We were a mess.

...... SO MUCH FOR HAND MADE
GO-CARTS!”

The Fountain family - 1935

Standing tall, second row, left to right: Pvt. Milburn
K. Fountain; ROTC Pvt. LeRoy Fountain; Pierre
Fountain; Willilam Fountain.

First row, sitting and standing, left to right: Brole
Fountain; Jim Fountain; Harold LeRoy Fountain
(Dad); Hope Marie Fountain; and Mom - Fredia
Fountain.
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SPOTLIGHT:
MR. LOUIS (LOU) PASCONE

LOUIS PASCONE

“"Cheery is this little man,
Laughs as only Louis can.”

Honor Society 2 years; Varsity
Club '47, '48, President '48;
J.V. Basketball 1 year; Varsity
Basketball 3 years; Intra-mural
Baseball 4 years.

Mt. Louis (Lou) Pascone’s 1948 Ardsley High School
graduation yearbook photo

Mr. Louis (Lou) Pascone is Ardsley’s
Superintendent of Highways. He has served for over
62 years.

In January of 1949, he began as a laborer as
part of the Ardsley Village’s Highway Department.
In 1961 he was promoted to Assistant Foreman, and
in 1977 he became Ardsley’s Superintendent of
Highways.

Over the years, Lou Pascone has served
Ardsley with much dedication and super efficiency.
He has been honored a number of times for his
excellent work. In April 1993, the Kiwanis Club of
Ardsley named him the 1993 Man of the Year. Also
in 1993, Ardsley Mayor John Morehouse named the
week of April 21, 1993 Louis Pascone Week. Then in
1994, February was declared Louis Michael Pascone
Recognition Month in Westchester.

Praise still continues for the man who stll
remains responsible for all of Ardsley’s public works,
including sanitation, recycling, snow removal, and
sewer, street, park, and sign maintenance.

He has never missed a snowstorm. He 1s a
friend to everyone and knows most of the villagers
by name. He makes himself available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. This service has just been seen as he
toured the Village after the last February snowstorm,
taking note of the areas that needed help removing
trees or other snow related problems.

Lou Pascone is a native of Ardsley and has
lived all of his life in Ardsley with the exception of
four years in the military. He was born in Ardsley n
1929 and he graduated from Ardsley High School in
1948. He left Ardsley 1951 to 1955 to serve in the
United States Air Force.

In 1955, he returned to Ardsley where he
continues to live and to serve the community. He is
a lover of many sports and has over the years helped
many youngsters while acting as a baseball coach and
making sure Ardsley’s sports fields are kept in
excellent shape.
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SHARING MEMORIES

The Ardsley Historical Society wants members to share their memories of past years. So please
send us your memories of Ardsley. They can be found in 2 moment of time in your childhood, youth,
young adulthood, or as an adult. They could be times before, during and after WWIL. They could be
memories before, during or after the construction of the New York State Thruway. It could simply be
a picture of you as a baby somewhere in Ardsley and notes of what was happening at the time. Please
just use your imagination and then share with us. We will then, with your permission, print these
memoties in upcoming newsletters. When you are ready, mail the memory and information to us at

P.O. Box 523, Ardsley NY 10502. If you have any questions, please call us at 693-6027. Thank you!

The Ardsley Historical Society Newsletter is published three times each year. The Society
was established in 1982 and is chartered by the New York State Board of Regents. Its purpose is
to collect, preserve, and disseminate the history of Ardsley to members and to the public.

Atrchives are open to the public on Tuesdays from 10 am to 12 noon, or by appointment,

at 9 American Legion Drive. Our phone number is 693-6027. Subscription to the Newsletter is
included in membership dues.

All articles, queries, and replies should be addressed to the editor, Mary Lichtenberg.
Although every attempt is made to maintain historical accuracy in the Newsletter, the editor and the
Society assume no responsibility forerrors. The editor also reserves the right tessditsshere necessary.
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